Veterans Affairs Committee Meeting

Minutes of the March 21, 2013 Meeting 

Attendees:	Bruce Pacot – USDA/OCIO/NITC - Chairperson
		Cindy Hillman – FEB Office
Brian Smith – IRS 
		Bobby Vann – DHS/USCIS
		(T)Donna Mangiameli – DHS
		Rhonda Striplin - IRS
Ann Winston – Catholic Charities
		(T)Gary Pixler – DHS
(T)Gifford Dunn – HUD/SFH		
Janice F. Miller – DHS/USCIS/NRC
Mickey Carlson - ESGR
		(T)Greg Giese – USDA
		James Edwards – USDA
		Mike Denning – KU  
		Karen Elliott – HHS/ACF
		(T)Keith Jones - HUD
		(T)Kevin Marts - OPM
		Linda M. Holiday-Sillimon – DHS/CMS
[bookmark: _GoBack]		(T)Lisa Foodim – VA 
		(T)Lorelei Schieferdecker – HHS/CMS
		Michael Ciliege – RMA
		Michael Weaver – REEO-C
		Richard Campin – NARA
(T)Randall Booth – DOL/OFCCP
		(T)Cheyne Worley - Rep Yoder’s Office
				
1:30 P.M.	Opening/Sign In

		Introductions

	Guest Speaker:   Michael Denning-Director 
             KU and Educating Veterans Returning from OIF/OEF 
            Overview:  
Michael Denning, Director and Colonel, USMC (ret), presented information on the Dole Soldier-Scholar Center whose mission is “to provide dedicated student services to veterans; creates a special trust and confidence between student veterans and the University; and improvise the veteran first-year retention and overall persistence rates to a higher level than average student rates.” The program has three levels: Transition from Combat to Classroom, Persistence to Graduation and Transition from Classroom to Workforce. 
	
Guest Speaker:  Michael Chavez-Manager
Overview: Mr. Chavez provided information about Strategic Recruiting Solutions, www.strategicrecruitinginc.com, and the KC Veterans Hiring Event to be held March 27th, Embassy Suites/Plaza Westport.
	
Guest Speaker: Keith Jones -Stand Down
Overview: Stand Down will be May 31-June 1. Two planning meetings have been held. More information will be forthcoming. Volunteers are needed. Footwear will be collected in addition to clothing.
	
	 Old Business:  Minutes from the December 13, 2012, meeting were accepted as 			written.
	Bruce asked for volunteers to assist with brochure, Facebook and Twitter.

New Business:
Program Coordinator Reports:

Stand Down – Keith Jones- Stand Down will be May 31- June 1 at Scottish Rite Temple. 

	Women Veterans – Carla Tillmon – No new updates

	Education Benefits - James Edwards – No new updates

Employment Benefits – Donna Mangiameli – Contacted and introduced Mike Chavez, Strategic Recruiting solutions
       
Discounts and Events – Brian Smith – Troop Support Foundation, June 1st, Blue Springs Harley Davidson. $15 for driver and $10 for rider.

Guest Speakers- Stephanie Keller needs to step down due to work obligations.

Activities Supporting Veterans: 

	Bruce reminded everyone of the FEB Calendar which includes events.

	As mentioned at the December meeting, there is a free online event for veterans – Income Tax Return Filing Issues.

Open Discussion:

	Greg thanked Bruce for the phone connection which worked really well considering the weather.
	
	A reminder of donations for Stand Down and location drives. The VA staff will again pick up donations for this upcoming event. 
	
Federal pay freeze for another year. Furlough delayed 1-2 weeks. Continuing resolution passed both houses.

Next Meeting: Thursday, April 18, 2013
Meeting Adjourned at 3:30 PM
