Minutes

FEB Veterans Affairs Committee Meeting
Host – Bruce A. Pacot (T) 816-926-2174 
June 27, 2013 – 1:30 PM (Thursday)
Location – National Information Technology Center
8930 Ward Parkway, 
    Kansas City, Missouri – 64114
(816-926-2174) 

1:30 PM		Opening / Sign In            
			Attendees:  
Bruce Pacot		Carla Tillman		Donna Mangiameli
[bookmark: _GoBack]Gifford Dunn (T)	Janice F Miller		Jonathan Sobey
Kevin Inkley		Lorelei Schieferdecker	Michael Weaver
Jim Lumpkin		Larry Hassle			Brian Smith (T)
Lisa Foodim		Amber Ross			Gary Pixler
James Edwards (T)	Michael Ciliege		Karen Gettinger
Rebecca Bradley	(T-Teleconference)		3 Additional (T’s) 
			
			Guest Speakers: None

Old Business: 
	Minutes of the May Meeting
 	HOME Page Updates
	 
			New Business:  
STANDDOWN:  Bruce Pacot presented a plaque that was given to the committee for work done on behalf of the Heart of American Veterans’ STAND DOWN.   Suggestion was made to give the plaque to the VA for exhibit, as the committee had nowhere to exhibit it.  Kevin Inkley accepted the plaque on behalf of the VA.  

TOWN HALL:  Lorelei Schieferdecker spoke of the upcoming Town Hall (29 June 2013) with keynote speaker Secretary Kathleen Sebelius and hosted by Congressman Emanuel Cleaver, II.  Town Hall addresses concerns over the impending implementation of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act.  Families may be eligible for Tax Credit Premium Income.  Individuals under VA care or Tricare do not need to change their insurance.  Age/Geographic location/Tobacco usage will be the determining factors for premium amounts.  For veterans in the Disability Backlog, having a claim on file does not exempt them from the insurance requirement.  Health Care will be added to the Program Coordinators Reports under the name Health Insurance Marketplace 101 with Lorelei acting as the coordinator.
Program Coordinators Reports

HOMELESS:  Lisa Foodim reported that a financial shortfall is causing a cutback on the vouchers.  Getting vets an income will be a higher priority so the vets can contribute to their own expenses.

DISCOUNTS AND EVENTS:  Brian Smith reported on the Gunshow at the Blue Springs Elks Lodge this coming weekend.  He also stated there will be a Bike Ride (Motorcycle) on 17 August 2013.  Cost would be $15 per Rider and $10 per passenger.  More information will be forthcoming.   Please email any upcoming events to Brian (brian.w.smith@irs.gov).

Brian and Bruce both spoke of attending the Native American Veterans Salute (Smudging) honoring the vets at IRS.

EDUCATION BENEFITS:  James Edwards had nothing to report.

EMPLOYMENT BENEFITS:  Donna Mangiameli reported that the DHS is doing a lot of hiring right now.  Emphasis is on the Resume.  USAjobs.com has a new translator for translating military jargon and skillsets into civilian saleable terminology. 

2-1-1:  No updates. 

WOMEN VETERANS:  Carla Tillmon met with the New York office about the Trauma Guide.  They are planning for a session in Kansas City, targeting August.  A flyer will be put together next week.   Also, a reminder: there are two female American Legion Posts, one in St. Louis, and the one in Independence which meets every 4th Thursday at the 40 Highway Post. 

Open Discussion:  Larry Hisle stated there may be upcoming training opportunities available for supervisory or executive leadership.  Go to the homepage for FEB which lists classes and qualifications.  Also, DECA- LGBT military to get housing and medical benefits. 

Happy 4th of JULY!!

Action Items:
Next Meeting – July 25, 2013 (Thursday) at NARA			

2:50 PM			Meeting Adjourned
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