Veterans Affairs Committee Meeting
Minutes for May 23, 2013

Attendees: 	Bruce Pacot – USDA/OCIO/NITC - Chairperson
		Kevin Q. Inkley - VA
Larry Hisle – FEB Office
Brian Smith – IRS 
		Bobby Vann – DHS/USCIS
		Rhonda Striplin - IRS
Ann Winston – Catholic Charities
		(T)Gary Pixler – DHS
(T)Gifford Dunn – HUD/SFH		
(T)Janice F. Miller – DHS/USCIS/NRC
Dennis Johnson - ESGR
		(T)Greg Giese – USDA
		(T)James Edwards – USDA
		James Lannigan – STAND DOWN  
		Karen Elliott – HHS/ACF
		Keith Jones - HUD
		Robert Waechter – STAND DOWN 
		Linda M. Holiday-Sillimon – DHS/CMS
		Lisa Foodim – VA 
		Lorelei Schieferdecker – HHS/CMS
		Michael Ciliege – RMA
		Michael Weaver – REEO-C
		Richard Campin – NARA
		Carla Tillmon – DOL
		Crystal E. Kelley – DHS/USCIS
		Jennifer King –HHS-CMS
		(T)Jonathan J. Sobey – DHS/USCIS
		Lauren Ray – Treasury/FMS
		Micheal W. Hill – SSA
Karen Gettinger – UW
Gates Brown – Treasury/FMS
Jessica C. Brown – Casa Veterans Institute
Rebecca Bradley – MO Veterans Commission
Amy Bennett – MO Veterans Commission
Art Fillmore – STAND DOWN
1:30 P.M.	Opening/Sign In
	Introductions 
	Guest Speaker:  Karen Gettinger – Senior Manager, United Way
	Karen Gettinger introduced the United Way 2-1-1 help number service which covers a wide variety of services and is always answered by a real person, not a machine.  The service is available to everyone, but they have recently focused on military veterans.  The UW Veterans Alliance held a Community Conversation meeting on 13 March to address Veterans issues in the KC area.  Thirty two representatives from various agencies attended and discussed challenges facing veterans and what to do to improve.  Constant communications and having a central one stop office were discussed.  Her office has a table at the Stand Down and will address veteran assistance there. UW will host a demonstration of their 2-1-1 on June 10th at their new office space at 801 W. 47th St KC, 4th floor. She said if any of our organization will set up meetings with vets they will come and provide an overview of their services; June is preferred, July is OK.  They will update their website this fall and plan to have a separate page just for veterans’ issues.   An extended and passionate discussion of over use of the term PTSD revealed that it is a complex affliction with many degrees / causes / effects and cannot be oversimplified without losing its significance. Bruce encouraged all agencies to get involved with the Alliance and that the 13 March meeting was just the first step.
Guest Speaker: Jim Lannigan – Stand Down Coordinator
Jim indicated that preparing for the Stand Down (31 May and 1 June) was going well and thanked the FEB and our Committee for the support we provide every year.  He singled out the IRS for their outstanding support and also mentioned that TSA was coming on strong as well.  Jim said they still need lots of volunteers for the take down and clean-up on Saturday afternoon.  It was suggested to donate the excess clothing from the event to the Oklahoma tornado victims. A follow up email indicated that was already being addressed. Questions on the event or volunteers can be directed to Jim at 816-763-1193.
Guest Speaker:  Rebecca Bradley – Minority Veterans Coordinator, MO Veterans Commission
Rebecca mentioned that she had never heard of our committee before and was impressed with our activities.  She mentioned that the majority of Vets coming to MO after discharge are ending up in the KC/St Joe area and many require services.  She is sponsoring her 3rd Annual Armed Forces Family Day and Vet Rally, 8 June at the Jazz Museum Amphitheatre, 18th and Vine in Kansas City. The event theme is multi-cultural and features several jazz groups. All Vets are welcome. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Guest Speaker: Walter Elmore (on phone) – HQ HUD
Walter Elmore, HUD, talked about US House Resolution 3384 sponsored by TX Rep Green which authorizes (and encourages) the Secretary of HUD to appoint a special assistant for homeless vets.  This would elevate that function from within the special needs section of HUD to directly under the Secretary; giving it much better visibility and hopefully better resourcing.
Old Business:  Still looking for a full time scribe for the meetings.  Bruce indicated that the midmonth effort to find hope for a Clinton County vet ended successfully.  Lisa expanded on the support requested and thanked everyone who assisted with the effort, especially the United Way.  
New Business:  Lisa Foodim mentioned that their VA fund raising event was very successful and raised 4 times as much for homeless veterans as last years’ event.  On Sunday the 26th of May the Rolling Thunder will host a charity ride in support of Veterans.
Program Coordinator Reports:
Crisis & homeless - Lisa Foodim  See above
Events and discounts – Brian Smith updated the website calendar with Memorial Day events and others.  He also volunteered to update a Home Page calendar at Bruce’s request.
Education Benefits – James Edwards - No Report
Employment Benefits -   Donna Mangiameli - Bruce reported on the White House Memo to hire more veterans and on the military friendly cities (Kansas City included).
Stand Down – Keith Jones - See Guest Speaker report
Women Veterans – Carla Tillmon recognized Amy Bennett, Women’s Coordinator,  from the MO Veterans Commission and mentioned that they had worked together in the past.  Amy said she would forward their newsletter and announcements for area meetings and activities of her office.  There are 44,000 women vets in MO and some present at the meeting. 
Open Discussion:
Action Items:   Still need a permanent scribe.  
Next meeting June 27, 2013 at 1:30 – 3:30 PM at NITC 8930 Ward Parkway, Kansas City, MO
Close:
