Minutes

[bookmark: _GoBack]FEB Veterans Affairs Committee Meeting
Host – Bruce A. Pacot (T) 816-926-2174 
December 19, 2013 – 1:30 PM (Thursday)
Location – National Archives and Records Administration
400 West Pershing Road, 
    Kansas City, Missouri – 64108
(816-268-8000) 



1:30 PM		Opening / Sign In            
			Attendees:  	
Bruce Pacot		Roderick Cox			Janice F Miller		Mike Hill 		Michael Ciliege		Keith Jones			Donna Mayfield	Karen Gettinger		Flaxine Smith
Joe Sanchez		Lisa Goshin			Deborah Schouten
Greg Davis		Edie Stevens			James Carver
Carrie Rosetti	Rebecca Bradley		Larry Hisle
Sondra Robinson	Linda Holiday		Jennifer King
(T-Teleconference)	(No Teleconference Today)
			
Guest Speakers: None

Attending Committee members introduced themselves and told what agency they were with, if they were a veteran, and what they hoped to achieve by being a member of the Committee:

Karen Gettinger – United Way
Flaxine Smith – CMS-ACA,		 Retired Veteran
Donna Mayfield – CMS, 		Veteran
Joe Sanchez – CMS, 			Veteran
Rod Cox – SBA, 			Veteran
Lisa Goshin, CMS
Deborah Schouten – OASH		Veteran
Michael Ciliege – RMA		Veteran
Greg Davis – EPA			Veteran
Edie Stevens – EPA			Veteran
Michael Hill – SSA			Veteran
James Carver – ESGR		Veteran
Carrie Rosetti
Linda Holiday – NBC/DHS		Veteran
Rebecca Bradley – MO		Veteran
Larry Hisle – FEB
Sondra Robinson – VA		Veteran
Bruce Pacot – USDA			Veteran
Keith Jones – HUD
Jennifer King – HHS/CMS
Janice Miller – NRC/DHS		Veteran

Collectively we want to help Missouri and Kansas veterans in the Kansas City area to know their benefits and get them get the help they need.

Bruce Pacot:  Ensure the veterans know about the Buy Back.  

Bruce passed around questionnaires for the Committee’s accomplishments this past year, and future activities to support.

Keith Jones gave a briefing on what the Veterans Standdown is.
www.KCStanddown.org

Old Business: 
211 – Anyone can call and request help; and get directed to services and any help they might need.  The Veteran Navigator should be hired by the end of the year.  The website available:  www.unitedwayGKC.org\211.  This service is shared with St. Louis, MO.  One can do a geo search.  There are 16 pages of resources available.

Homepage – is a useful tool to help direct veterans.  Need a couple of people to ensure everything works.  There is contact information for the Program Coordinators.  The homepage talks about attending career fairs, USAJobs; and there is a button for the VA homepage.  

We need someone to take over Employment Benefits.   Tentative:  Lisa Goshen.

New Business: 
Janice will send the Guest Speaker list to Keith.

Open Discussion:
	It was mentioned how helpful the list of Veteran’s Discounts were 	
Veteran’s Day.  We should be sure to ask for Veteran’s Discounts.

	Bruce asked if our worksites have Veteran’s Day posters.

It was suggested that it might be helpful to give a veterans hiring presentation to the FEB.

Veterans Hiring Cadre:  some organizations have one, but many don’t.  It might be possible to put something out about this and pull other organizations into it.	

We will put together a working group to research organizations that are looking for well qualified veterans. Volunteers:  Mike Hill and Rod Cox.  Rod would like to have a list of well qualified candidates.  He also suggested getting the Commander of Ft. Leavenworth to come and speak.  

The VA is working to get larger companies to talk about getting veterans to hiring at entry level.

Is it possible to identify employers who are ex-offender friendly?

Bruce asked everyone to finish the questionnaire, scan and email it to him.  He will make a composite questionnaire and email it to today’s non-attendees.

We are looking for Guest Speakers for January.
				
Program Coordinators Reports 

DISCOUNTS AND EVENTS:  Brian Smith 

EDUCATION:  James Edwards 

STANDDOWN: Keith Jones

WOMEN VETERANS:  Carla Tillmon 

AFFORDABLE HEALTHCARE ACT:  Lorelei Schieferdecker

EMPLOYMENT BENEFITS:  Lisa Goshen (Tentative)

GUEST SPEAKERS:  Janice Miller

CRISIS & HOMELESS:  SONDRA ROBINSON

Action Items:
Next Meeting – January 23, 2014 (Thursday) at NARA

3:02 PM			Meeting Adjourned
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