Minutes

FEB Veterans Affairs Committee Meeting
Host – Bruce A. Pacot (T) 816-926-2174 
July 25, 2013 – 1:30 PM (Thursday)
Location – National Archives and Records Administration
400 West Pershing Road, 
    Kansas City, Missouri – 64108
(816-268-8000) 



1:30 PM		Opening / Sign In            
			Attendees:  
Bruce Pacot		Carla Tillman		Donna Mangiameli
Gifford Dunn (T)	Janice F Miller		Lauren Ray
Kevin Inkley		Lorelei Schieferdecker	Michael Ciliege
Larry Hisle		Brian Smith 			Bobby Vann
Cindy Bahralt	Amber Ross			Gary Pixler
James Edwards (T)	Michael Ciliege		Karen Elliot
Rebecca Bradley	Jennifer King			Gates Brown (T)
Cheyne Worley	Carrie Rosetti		Lisa Foodim (T)
(T-Teleconference)	
			
Guest Speaker: Gary Swanson – Honor Flight.  Was nominated and accepted to sit in the Buck O’Neil Seat at the K.  Spoke of his service supporting veterans.  Honor Flight network flies WWII Vets to Memorials in DC and to significant events.  WWII Vets becoming fewer every day.  There is 1 guardian per Vet on the flight.  Guardian pays fare for the flight and accommodation, the Vets fly free.  Family members can be guardians now.  Next Flight is 2 Oct 2013.  They will start at WWII Memorial, tour the Korean War Memorial, the Vietnam War Memorial, the Lincoln Memorial and Arlington Cemetery.  Finding donors to allow the veterans free flight is most difficult.  The Spring Flight will include Korean War Vets for the first time.  Gary presented Bruce with an Honor Flight cap.  Contacts:  www.HeartlandHonorFlight.org.                                      gswanson@kcrr.com. 

Old Business: 
	Minutes of the May Meeting
 		 





New Business:  

Program Coordinators Reports

AFFORDABLE HEALTHCARE ACT:  Lorelei Schieferdecker praised AT&T for hiring Vets.  AHCA-cannot charge more for pre-existing conditions.  Children can remain on the parents’ insurance until age 26.  Removes lifetime limits.  Insurance Companies must use 80% of premiums for actual HC costs and only 20% for administrative costs.   In the Marketplace people can compare price/benefits.  Companies must provide quality benefits, with different levels.  Enrollment starts 1 October 2013.  For those not enrolled by 31 March 2014, there will be periods of special enrollment.  Consumers may apply online, in person, and by phone.  Premiums will be based on family size and income.  All plans are individual plans and every family member must enroll.  There are webinars available, and there will be day long workshops on 4 September 2013 at the USDA office. While Iowa is partnering, the AHCA will run the marketplace in KS, NE, and MO.  

HOMELESS:  Lisa Foodim reported Catholic Charities was accepted for a grant and concurred by Carrie Rosetti, Catholic Charities.  A seminar “Working Together to Improve Veterans Mental Health would be held 30 July 2013 at Kauffman Conference Center.

DISCOUNTS AND EVENTS:  Brian Smith spoke of the upcoming American Royal Parade.  Veterans’ organizations may participate in the parade for free.  Rides for the parade participants can be arranged as they were last year.  He asked that everyone bring ideas for participating to the next meeting.  

EDUCATION BENEFITS:  Bruce gave a rundown on the Veterans Graduate Faster with ACE & CLEP.  
EMPLOYMENT BENEFITS:  Donna Mangiameli reported on the VR & E Weekly Job Announcement Bulletin.  Kansas launches a veteran job site:  www.KanVet.ks.gov.  

WOMEN VETERANS:  Carla Tillmon spoke about the MO Women Veterans Newsletter and publisher Amy Bennett who had previously come to a meeting.   The Veterans’ Alliance is gathering information specifically from female vets for their site.  Aug 14th is the next meeting. 


[bookmark: _GoBack]Open Discussion:
Bruce Pacot spoke about the Military.com Veterans Report.  He also will be a Loaned Executive Officer for a division of the CFC Campaign for this area.

Carla Tillmon spoke about the 13 August 2013 training which has a 6 August 2013 deadline to register.  Executive level staff will attend and help organizations to become more informed about TRAUMA.  

Donna Mangiameli spoke of the Kauffman Foundation FastTrack course for veterans online or in the classroom.  The website is found at http://fasttrac.org/.

ANNOUNCEMENT:  Carrie Rosetti, Catholic Charities, stated St. Michael’s Veterans Center has begun construction on more housing for veterans.

Action Items:
Next Meeting – August 22, 2013 (Thursday) at NARA			

2:55 PM			Meeting Adjourned
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