Minutes

FEB Veterans Affairs Committee Meeting
Host – Bruce A. Pacot (T) 816-926-2174 
November 21, 2013 – 1:30 PM (Thursday)
Location – National Archives and Records Administration
400 West Pershing Road, 
    Kansas City, Missouri – 64108
(816-268-8000) 



1:30 PM		Opening / Sign In            
			Attendees:  
Bruce Pacot		Carla Tillman		Donna Mangiameli
Roderick Cox		Janice F Miller		Lauren Ray (T)
Kevin Inkley		Brian Smith 			Diane Boeger			Mike Hill 		KarenYarbrough		Malisse Ford
Michael Ciliege	Lorelei Schieferdecker(T)	Deborah Schouten
Keith Jones(T)	Dennis Branson		Dennis Johnson		Chris Hahn(T)	James Edwards(T)		Crystal Kelly(T)
Donna Mayfield(T)	Greg Giese(T)		Jason Clum
Gifford Dunn(T)	Gary Pixler(T)		
John Van De Steeg(T)
(T-Teleconference)	
			
Guest Speakers: Michele Markey - Kaufman Center FastTrac:  Focus on supporting Vets.  The Foundation was an endowment from Ewing M Kaufman.  The focus was on supporting entrepreneurs.  FastTrac is a 30 hour course for any potential business owner.  Starting in 2012 the Veterans Initiative received a grant offered at small cost to Vets.  They are attempting to get the course certified under the GI Bill. Next month (December) the course will be starting at Ft. Leavenworth under CGSC and ACAP.  The cost of tuition depends on the partnering educational facility/institution.  Every Wednesday, from 9-10, at the Foundation is the “1Million Cups” for 2 entrepreneurs to pitch a business idea.  www.fasttrac.org/veteran
Online resources:   www.kcsourcelink.com
	www.entrepreneurship.org –Founders school – free videos
The course contains something for every level of ambition.

Roderick Cox – Small Business Administration:  The Small Business Administration is an Executive agency.  It’s mission is to assist small businesses:  1.Veterans 2.All Business 3. Hire vets.  The local website is www.sba.gov/MO for newsletters.  Nine percent of small business owners are veterans.  The 3 C’s of the agency are:  Capital-Loans are through financial institutions via loan programs.  Contracts-Helps small business owners understand how to obtain contracts. Counseling-Provides services and programs for all “largely free”.  The SBA has Veterans Business Development counseling, hires vets through listings on USAJobs, uses occupational translators.  The SBA also tries to form long term relationships.   

Jason Clum:  New FEB Chairman - introduced himself and gave some background.  He is from the GSA.

Bruce Pacot:  The FEB has a Small Business Committee which meets at Union Station.

Old Business: 
	Minutes of the October Meeting
	Home Page there are issues with the computer
Brochure is Tabled
FaceBook/Twitter is Tabled
 		 
New Business:  
Bruce Pacot will continue to be the Veterans Affairs Committee Chair.

Program Coordinators Reports 

DISCOUNTS AND EVENTS:  Brian Smith - nothing to report.

EDUCATION:  James Edwards – nothing to report.

STANDDOWN: Keith Jones – There were 501 veterans attending of which 36 were women veterans.  It was a good turnout and thanks to everyone for their participation.

WOMEN VETERANS:  Carla Tillmon – nothing current.

AFFORDABLE HEALTHCARE ACT:  material is in the packet.

211 number is up and working.

St. Michael’s Veterans Center – the walls are up and will be opening in the Spring of 2014.

Open Discussion:

Get the word out on Benefits

CFC is only at 20% of the goal.  It has been extended until 15 December.

ACTIVITIES:  There are tickets to the TransSiberian Orchestra
December  7th is coming up.
Keith Jones:  November 20th there was a ceremony in DC giving honors to the CodeTalkers.

Thank you to the Veterans.

Action Items:
Next Meeting – December 19, 2013 (Thursday) at NARA
[bookmark: _GoBack]There will be no teleconferencing.  We will recap 2013 and set goals for 2014.  Bring your favorite holiday dish.			

3:01 PM			Meeting Adjourned
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