Minutes

[bookmark: _GoBack]FEB Veterans Affairs Committee Meeting
Host – Bruce A. Pacot (T) 816-926-2174 
October 24, 2013 – 1:30 PM (Thursday)
Location – National Archives and Records Administration
400 West Pershing Road, 
    Kansas City, Missouri – 64108
(816-268-8000) 



1:30 PM		Opening / Sign In            
			Attendees:  
Bruce Pacot		Donna Mangiameli		Roderick Cox			Roderick Cox		Lorelei Schieferdecker	Janice F Miller	Lauren Ray (T)	Larry Hisle			Gary Pixler (T) 	Rebecca Bradley (T)	Greg Giese (T)		Mike Hill (T)		Michael Ciliege 	Keith Jones			Gifford Dunn (T)
Jennifer King (T)	Barbara Bradley (T)		Gregory Davis (T)
(T-Teleconference)	
			
Guest Speakers: OPEN
	Attendants told how the Furlough affected them:
		Larry Hisle- not furloughed
		Lorelei Schieferdecker- had to find partners to host events
		Michael Ciliege- furloughed
		Donna Mangiameli- not furloughed due to Fee for Service
		Janice Miller- not furloughed due to Fee for Service
		Keith Jones- HUD had 3 essential personnel
		Mike Hill- SS was deemed essential customer service
		Greg Davis- only 2 essential personnel
Greg Giese- everyone furloughed except fee service and they had shortened hours

Old Business: 
	Minutes of the September Meeting accepted
	Brochure is still tabled
FaceBook/Twitter is still tabled
 		 






New Business:  

Program Coordinators Reports 

EMPLOYMENT BENEFITS:  Donna Mangiameli – provided a USAJOBS quick start guide as a handout.  AMVETS Post, started by Col. Ballard (MOH), as a 501.3c facility located at 1519 Main St, KCMO has had a slow start.  But new personnel working with a new business plan are gaining momentum.  Col. Ballard (MOH), got 22 Medal of Honor recipients to join Post 181.  Donna passed around a flyer on their “Turn on the Lights & Open Our Doors” fundraising event scheduled for Saturday, 26 October 2013.  FOX4 interviewed key personnel from the Post.

Lorelei Schieferdecker added that Blue Springs Ford is hosting a “Helping Others Project” in which people can nominate a charitable entity for a cash prize.  www.kansascityford.com/blue-springs-ford-dealer-info/media-promotions.html

Rod Cox added that companies send job info to the office in Ft Leavenworth area with job opportunities.  Will get with Donna and update at the next meeting.  

Donna stated The Kaufman Foundation would like to send a Guest Speaker.  And Rod will get a speaker about the Small Business Administration.

GUEST SPEAKERS:  Janice Miller- said the spreadsheet is not quite finished.  Expects to finish within the next week.

STANDDOWN: Keith Jones- stated donations will probably be smaller this year.  Due to the furlough and economic situation not many are doing anything to assist.  It’s difficult to get time to volunteer when only on Friday.  

Bruce Pacot- asked everyone to expand their list of veterans.  We can only do so by sending an email and ask if they would like to be kept informed of Veterans Affairs.

Keith stated that once St. Michael’s is completed, the Stand Down will transition to that site for the event.




AFFORDABLE HEALTHCARE ACT:  Lorelei Schieferdecker- reminded everyone that there are other ways to enroll than online.  There is a Calendar on the website which shows events being held to provide help to customers.  There is also a link online to get an idea of premiums and insurers.  Bruce asked about the percentage of enrollees, to which Lorelei said those figures should be released by 1 January.

Karen Gettinger- Veterans Alliance has links to services and programs available to vets.  They are hiring a Veteran Navigator who will help veterans navigate the system or help with service eligibilities.  The hiring should be completed soon.  They meet every other month on the 2nd Wednesday at 8:30 am for anyone wanting to help.

Open Discussion:

Homepage:  Bruce says the 211 Link is up with a live person.  The 5 services’ emblems will be added with links to each service.

ACTIVITIES:  The Elks Lodge on Sunday November 10th from 8:30 to 11 am will have a Breakfast which is free to veterans and costs $7 for non-military.

ACAP at Ft. Leavenworth is hosting a JOBFAIR with 50-60 companies looking to hire.  The Job Fair will be November 5th from 10 am to 2 pm.

St. Michael’s Ground Breaking is done  and was well attended.  The facility under construction is 2 blocks from the VA Hospital on Linwood Blvd.

Veteran’s Day celebration is being held on Veteran’ Day at the Truman Library.

NOVEMBER IS VETERAN’S MONTH

Action Items:
Next Meeting – November 21, 2013 (Thursday) at NARA			

2:40 PM			Meeting Adjourned
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