Minutes

FEB Veterans Affairs Committee Meeting
Host – Bruce A. Pacot (T) 816-926-2174 
September 19, 2013 – 1:30 PM (Thursday)
Location – National Archives and Records Administration
400 West Pershing Road, 
    Kansas City, Missouri – 64108
(816-268-8000) 

1:30 PM		Opening / Sign In            
			Attendees:  
Bruce Pacot		Carla Tillman		Donna Mangiameli
Roderick Cox		Janice F Miller		Lauren Ray (T)
Kevin Inkley		Larry Hisle			Brian Smith 			Gary Pixler		Rebecca Bradley		Jennifer King			Cynthia Kelly (T)	Greg Davis (T)		Mike Hill (T)
James Carver (T)	Linda Relitz			Michael Ciliege
Ronda Striplin	Linda M Holiday		Keith
(T-Teleconference)	
			
Guest Speakers: Linda Relitz – U.S. Troop Support Foundation
Asking everyone to save pop tabs for this 501(c)(3) foundation.  There are over 7,000 members who consist of troops and their families.  During the holidays the lower enlisted ranks have a difficult time providing for their families.  The foundation is trying to save on postage for care packages to the troops.  Mail is not getting to the front line troops on a regular basis.  Items that the troops need are “Write in Rain”, vests by Diamondback Tactical, pouch foods, microwave meals, rubs, and spices.  What they don’t need are toiletries.  The foundation has Christmas Stockings for purchase, one for each branch of service.  These are sent with gift cards.  Encourage everyone to send letters, but keep them generic.  The foundation is asking for support for the stockings and gift cards.  They are also asking for support for family gift cards at $100 each.  Linda will get an approved shopping list and fact/informational sheet to Brian Smith.

Bruce Pacot – CFC organizations or groups need our support and urging everyone to consider donating. The CFC runs from Oct 1 – Nov 22 this year.  There is a lower goal this year. Larry Hisle stated we are short on volunteers for the Military divisions.  If you know of someone who can help, email Larry or Bruce.

Old Business: 
	Minutes of the August Meeting
	Home Page Updates
Brochure is tabled
[bookmark: _GoBack]FaceBook/Twitter is tabled
 		 
New Business:  
Program Coordinators Reports 

DISCOUNTS AND EVENTS:  Brian Smith will get info.

GUEST SPEAKERS:  Janice Miller is finishing the spreadsheet.

STANDDOWN: Keith Jones 
Working on the winter STANDDOWN that will be November 8th in KCK.  Thank you to the committee for our efforts.

Larry Hisle stated the Young Government Leaders are looking to provide support.

EMPLOYMENT BENEFITS:  Keith mentors incarcerated vets.  Mentoring for Success is recruiting for personnel to go to prisons and speak to vets.  They will be hiring.
  
WOMEN VETERANS:  Carla Tillmon spoke about the Benefits Fair & Expo which was held Sept 20, 2013 from 2 to 7 pm in Independence.

AFFORDABLE HEALTHCARE ACT:  Bruce Pacot included slides in the take home packet on recent developments.  Hopefully clarification is coming on confusing items.  Hotlines are available.  The 6 month enrollment period starts 1 Oct.  The IRS is watching to ensure business complies.  Small businesses are already avoiding it.

Open Discussion:

ACTIVITIES:  American Royal
FED Pre-Retirement Seminar
Chiefs Discount Night

St. Michael’s Ground Breaking.  Everyone was invited to attend on September 25th.  It will have Transitional housing, Permanent housing and a Meditation Garden.

Action Items:
Next Meeting – October 24, 2013 (Thursday) at NARA		

Meeting Adjourned - 2:45 PM
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