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ITEM 
 

DISCUSSION 
 

ACTION/ASSIGNMENT/POC 
If/As Applicable 

  

 

Opening / Introductions    Greg Giese  

Attendees  
 

N/A  

OLD BUSINESS    

1. Minutes The Minutes of the 10/19/17 meetings were approved.  Minor amendments can be sent to Greg. Greg Giese  

2. Veteran’s 
Community Project 

Greg hasn’t heard back from Chris Stout on things the VA Committee can volunteer for, so he 
will try to follow up again.  Recommendation to invite the FEB Board, and not just the VA 
Committee to be a part of the Veteran’s Community Project.  We should discuss the Board’s 
mission and get more involvement from them.  Perhaps the broader FEB would agree to sponsor 
or put together a tiny home as an organization.  The VA Committee can still be the lead on the 
project and tell the FEB the number of people needed and what jobs are available.  Greg will talk 
to the board at the January meeting. 

Greg Giese 
 

 

3. Remove Committee 
Liaison Program 
Coordinator. 

Greg said he spoke with John and Larry to determine what the role of a Veteran’s Affairs 
Committee Liaison is, and they were unsure.  The position seemed to appear in the minutes 
between the Feb/Mar 2017 meetings. 

  

4. FEB VA Committee 
Dec 2017 Meeting 

Greg proposed we cancel the December meeting.  In the future, if anyone is able to host a 
meeting at their agency, please send a recommendation to Greg. 

  

NEW BUSINESS    

In person 
1. Greg Giese 
2. Dennis Johnson 
3. Dwayne Rider 
4. Vanessa Thomson 
5. John Rogers 
 
 
 
  
 
 

Via teleconference 
1. Mike Ciliege 
2. Bill 
3. Jim Dixon 
4. Dave Dewitt 
5. Lorelei Schieferdecker 
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1. James White James has had to take a leave of absence and can’t be on the committee anymore. 
 

Greg Giese 
 
 

 

PROGRAM 
COORDINATOR 
REPORTS 

     

a. Committee Liaison Not Present.  The VA Committee will vote to remove this position during the next meeting. Jennifer King  

b. Community Outreach 
http://veteranscommuni
typroject.org/ 

Not Present.  Donna Mayfield  

c. Discounts & Events Mike created a list of discounts for Veteran’s day, but lessons learned for next year is he will get 
permission ahead of time to send directly to the group instead of going through Greg.  A select 
few program coordinators may request Greg’s distribution list to send out information that pertain 
to their program, that are veteran-specific.  If a person does send an email out to the group, the 
sender must make sure to put all emails in the “bcc” section.  Also, sending an email out to the 
group requires good judgement and must air on the side of caution. 

Michael Ciliege  

d. Education Benefits No Update. Vanessa Thomson  

e. Guest Speakers James has had to take a leave of absence and can’t be on the committee anymore.  We will vote 
to remove this position in January.   

James White  

f. Stand Down - 
http://kcstanddown.org/ 

The Heart of America Stand Down Foundation hosts two Stand Downs, annually, serving 
veterans in the Kansas City metropolitan area.  The most recent Stand Down was held on 
11/3/17.  It is a one-stop-shop for homeless veterans with over 90 vendors.  The vendors provide 
services like a food pantry, lawyer, medical, and military gear like thermals, sleeping bags, and 
tents.  If veterans have barriers, Stand Down assists them from being unemployed to employed.  
Housing specialists come with transitional living programs from homeless to dorm, and have a 
contract with Salvation Army.  Greg stated the FEB VA Committee would like to be a part of the 
Stand Down in summer of 2018. 

Dennis Johnson (Providers) 
(816) 510-9802 
dennis@kcstanddown.org 
 

 

g. Women Veterans Not Present.   Mackenzie Smith  

http://veteranscommunityproject.org/
http://veteranscommunityproject.org/
mailto:dennis@kcstanddown.org
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Open Discussion   

Dwayne Rider Dwayne has a meeting on Nov 20 regarding an Outreach Committee for transitioning soldiers.  
Brett Roseign runs the Soldier for Life office at Fort Leavenworth and has asked the FEB to get 
the word out.  Joe Burks at the VA in Leavenworth is our contact, and we can get more 
information through him and out to the VA Committee.     

   

Dwayne Rider The newest VA facility to the Kansas City area will open in Shawnee on Dec 21 at noon with a 
ribbon cutting ceremony.  The new facility will be vital for thousands of veterans in the Johnson 
County area that have even registered with the VA.  The first patients will be seen on Jan 2. 

  

Dwayne Rider The main VA building is still under construction and the front circle drive will be closed for 10 
months with an opening in March 2019.  A new SAARTP building will open in Spring 2018 which 
is a Substance Abuse program. 

  

Dwayne Rider Monday, Nov 20 a ReStart homeless program is hosting a major event to include the KCKS, 
KCMO, and Independence mayors.  They plan to declare functional zero that they’ve contacted 
every veteran they can about their homeless status.  After the information is officially released, 
he’ll send it to Greg. 

  

NEXT MEETINGS: January 18th, 2018 at 1:30 pm.  Greater Kansas City United Way: Open to the public.        
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Upcoming dates from prior meeting minute updates and emails: 
 
January  Point in Time event  
  http://www.hscgkc.org/index.html 
 
Thu, Mar 22 KC Veteran’s Job Fair at Arrowhead Stadium from 11am-3pm 
  https://events.recruitmilitary.com/events/kansas-city-veterans-job-fair-march-22-2018 
 
May  VA2K event 

https://www.publichealth.va.gov/va2k/ 
 
June  The Heart of America Stand Down 
  http://kcstanddown.org/ 
 
 

http://www.hscgkc.org/index.html
https://events.recruitmilitary.com/events/kansas-city-veterans-job-fair-march-22-2018
https://www.publichealth.va.gov/va2k/
http://kcstanddown.org/

